Thank you all for coming this evening. I'm grateful that you're willing to skip the vice presidential debates to honor one of your local community organizers, even if I can't see Russia from my window. 
When I was a kid, my mom volunteered more than any other mom I knew. She was a Brownie leader, attended PTA meetings, and baked cookies for the occasional bake sale. Even so, it wasn't nearly as much as many of us do. My schools didn't need parents to raise money and volunteer in the classroom in order to be excellent.

Well, Dorothy, I'm afraid we're not in New Jersey anymore. Our schools get about 1/3 the per-pupil funding that local private schools get, and about half of what my old high school currently receives. Our district needs parents to raise money to pay for everything from librarians to music teachers to guidance counselors, and it needs parents to volunteer as art and music docents and to keep our campuses clean.
Thankfully, La Canada is full of eager parents. Many of us moved here because we value education, and we'll do whatever we can to enhance our children's educational experience. 
When I moved to La Canada 12 years ago, I had no idea that parent effort could be so critical in a public school system. My first wakeup call came when I attended my son's year-end first grade classroom party. When the teacher gave potted plants to all the parents who'd helped in the classroom that year, I was one of the few parents who didn't receive one. I had no idea this was going on, and I've been making up for it ever since.
I'm very honored to receive this award, but of course, that's not why I do what I do. It's rewarding to be able to do work that has such a positive impact. I've also enjoyed working with everyone that I've ever served on a board or a committee with in this community. The silver lining to poor school funding is that when a community responds, it can bring people closer together. Our town is three times as big as the town I grew up in, but it's far more tight-knit. 
I'd like to thank everyone I've worked with for making volunteering so much fun, and for being so talented. I truly believe that any of the boards I've worked on could effectively run a Fortune 500 company. I'd also like to thank my parents, of course, for demonstrating to me and my siblings how important it is to get a good education. But most of all, I'd like to thank my husband and my children for their support. They've been very patient when I'm sitting at the computer late into the evening, or when I've been on the phone. I wish I could split this award between all of them, and all of you, because we're all part of the same team.
Thank you.

